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SUBJECT: REPORTED REMARKS OF SENATOR FULBRIGHT ON MIDDLE EAST 
SEEN BY SOME AS APPLYING TO VENEZUELA; CALLED ABSURD 
BY CALDERA 

1. ASKED AT HIS MAY 24 PRESS CONFERENCE ABOUT REMARKS ATTRIBUTED 
TO SENATOR FULBRIGHT, TO EFFECT THAT US COULD DECIDE TO TAKE 
MILITARY ACTION IN MIDDLE EAST TO ASSURE OIL SUPPLIES, AND 
WHETHER SUCH REMARKS COULD NOT ALSO APPLY TO VENEZUELA BECAUSE 
OF REFUSAL OF GOV TO '' HAND OVER" ORINOCO TAR BELT, PRESIDENT 
CALDERA SAID THAT HE HAD READ WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS OF THE 
SENATOR' S STATEMENT, BUT THAT HE ALSO UNDERSTOOD THAT USG IN 

NO WAY SUPPORTS HIS WORDS OR PROPOSAL. PRESIDENT CONTINUED 
THAT IT IS LAMENTABLE THAT " DISTINGUISHED PERSONS OF A 
COUNTRY SO IMPORTANT AS THE US SHOULD SPEAK, IN A GIVEN 
MOMENT, IN SUCH AN ABSURD MANNER. I BELIEVE, ON ONE HAND, 

THAT WITHIN THE US ITSELF THERE MUST BE TOTAL DISAGREEMENT 
WITH THIS POSITION, AND, ON THE OTHER, THAT WE ARE AWARE 
THAT THOSE THINGS CANNOT HAPPEN." 

2. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT URD SENATOR AND CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR 
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LEONARDO MONTIAL ORTEGA IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID AT PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN MARACAIBO THAT " THE SUPERDEVELOPED POWERS, 

AND ESPECIALLY THE US, WILL ATTEMPT A DIRECT INTERVENTION 
IN VENEZUELA IF THE BIPARTISAN SCHEME OF ACCION DEMOCRATICA 
AND COPEI FAILS. " WHEN EMBASSY OEFICER REMONSTRATED WITH 
MONTIEL FOR ENGAGING IN SUCH DEMAGOGUERY, MONTIEL RATHER 
LAMELY POINTED TO SENATOR FULBRIGHT' S ALLEGED REMARKS AS PART 
OF HIS " EVIDENCE" OF US INTENTIONS. EMBASSY OEFICER REPLIED 
THAT WHATEVER SENATOR SAID ( NOTING THAT WE DO NOT HAVE EULL 
TEXT OE HIS REMARKS) HE OBVIOUSLY DOES NOT SPEAK FOR 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH OE USG. 
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